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of the West was combined with the worst methods of Eastern
despotism. If he filched away from his subjects fully a quarter of the
best lands in the valley of the Nile, that was merely straining an
Oriental practice" (ibid., p. 75). Apparently, there is something
like Western despotism; the Occident is not all "character" and
"democracy." Perhaps it is not necessary to enquire at any great
length whether Khedive Ismail's conduct was the normal Oriental
pattern or whether and in what respects the acquisition of vast
colonial possessions, particularly in Africa, by Occidental commer-
cial companies and States, differed from that of the Khedive.